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DearBRANNG®embers Partner and Associates,

| do hope that this newsletter finds yowour families and loved ones safe and
well in the midst of the patemic, whether you are in the UKlepal or
elsewhere. We livein grange time$keems to have lmme a standard
conversationamantra, and it is certainly true that things are very different
from even just a year agandlikely to remain so for some time to come
Nevertheless, | am pleased to report that BRANNGG@iraees to flouishin

spite of this adversitywe have a good programme of regular events;
membeship isgrowing slowlybut steadily; participation in our Facebook
Graup increases daily and is currently at 365; and our finances rerolirst.

Curiouslyjn some way8BRANNG hasbeen hdped on its journey by
coronavirus. For exanple, the impossibility of holding largecale facdo-face
meetings means thahe organisatiorhas moreof itsfunds available for other
activities, and the greatly increased @®f Zoom andocial melia meanst is



easier to set up and run webinars and discoigsieven at shomotice ¢ all of
which givesa boostto our strategy anglans.

It will consequentlycome as no surpristmat we have been leveraging online
technologes to deliver a wide range of preseibns andinteractions, so fa
mainly through bhe Working Groups. John Matthews has run several events
related toEducationsince the middle of the yeaand is planning more. Lisa
WhitehouseFoskett has been doingpé¢ same in the Healthpace. | wouldlike

to thank them both for theiwsterling effarts to get things going. Both John and
Lisa have demanding other commitments amel are extaordinatly lucky that
they have been willing toat adde time to hép BRANNG with this

endeavour: thank you botliery much!

Naturallymuch of theWorking Grop activity has been focused omé status
of Covid19 in Nepal and its impact, bute have also had presttions and
discussions on other matters and intend to diversifither. (Please sethe
article laer in this newsleter for alist of what has bee done so far and what
is in the pipeling

We are alsontending toadd moreGroups to our scope of work. From the
outset we have usd the UN Sustainable Developmeabals as the framework
for this partof our strategy, and current thinking in th@@mittee is that we
should first consider Environment and Climate Change (UN SD@sd,13)
and the Alleviation oPoverty and Wo HungeffUN SDGs 1 &2). The key to
getting these up and running will be Bngage somene with a passionate
interest in these topics tdhelp drive them forward, so ifouknow of anyone
who might be interested, pleagget in touch wih meby emailing
charman@branmo.org.uk

Ore additional consideration isclusivity. While the Working Groups are a
splendid way of bringing tether people with a common stakeholder interest
in a paticular topic, the termWorking Grougltself may be a little dunting to
some people whgust want to have discussions with likeinded colleagues.
We shall thereforde consideing more informal themed€vent<in addition

to the mainstream WorkingGroup sessions to try and encourage attendance.
With this in mhd we are adding2 newactivities to our action plan.
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The first is simplyoffee morningQan hour@ informal gettogether to
spontaneously discuss issues of interest or concdie idea for this arose in
one of the webinars ilseptember, when a numbef attendees quite clearly
wanted to stay and chat after thiermal proceelings had ended so

BRANNGO is goingfacilitate that with these events.The first 2&offee
morning<will be scheduled in November and December, timed so that people
in Nepalcan also join. | hope theyill be enjoyable and successful.

The seconahew activity will bé8howcas@ Thiswill consist of onenour
sessions with 3 short presentations from BRANNGO members, partners or
third partiesexplaining what they or their ganisatims are doing to élp the
people of Nepal As well as beingf interest to the audience, this will of
course be a very good opportunity to publicee&ccesseand challengewhich

| hope willalsogenerate usail insights and discussion. If yoe énterested in
either atending or presenting, please let me know or aitativelylet Carol
Clare our treasurer, know areasurer@branngo.org.uk

To widenour straegywe ae ako séting up a new inigative to consider NGO
activity in Nepal froma local antg. The idea for this @ain camefrom a
webinar in which discussion identified that the coordinatimf NGO activity in
Kalikot in western Mpal,is not all that it might be.As it is BRANNG@Daison
d@tre to try and remedysuchsituations, we decided tdoring together
stakeholders irone districtto find out what is going on any to identify what
action might be taken tonake things work more efficiently and effectively.
One of our Committee Members, Tulsi Shahi, happetocome from Kalikot so
with his helpwe arepiloting the scheme there andill extend it to other
districts if successfig but for the moment we aresalling itWhe Kakot
InitiativeQ Thefirst call 5 taking place on 30Novemberand we already hae
11 local stakholders lined up to participateincludirg representatives of the
local government there All BRANNGO members and pargneil be invited,
but if you are neithebut have an interest in Kalikot, please let k®ow and
14 be happy toadd you to the invitation.

We are continuing to develop our partnershippgrammeand have reached a
stage where initial contacts with several organisations itaw be developed
into a productive, mutuallbeneficialplans which will be my focus ovehe
next few months. Weontinueto expand our list opartners and | am
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delighted towelcomeTamu Dhee, a UBKased orgaisation representing a

large segment of the Nepalese populatioere. | gavea faceto-face briding

to about 25 of their Committee ath Members on % Septemberand was very
encouraged by the warmth of their reception and interest in what BRANNGO is
trying to achieveso | have highopes that the relationship will beery

productive

In the past few weeks grhavealsobeen workingnuchmore closely with the
Britain-Nepal SocietyBNS) Andy Sparkes anagifley Adams, their Chairman
andViceChairman,now attend our Committee Metings, and David Thomas
and | attend theis, leading to a muchetter mutual undestanding of what the
two organisationsare doing We have been helping BNS publicise their Covid
19 Appeal (seébttp://britainnepalsociety.org/britairnepalsocietycovid
relief-appeal)) and ae in discusgin about possible joint membershifyture

joint eventsandpublicity. BNS islsoinvestigating charitable status,
something that is also on the agenda for BRANNGO, so wexahanging
information and views onhat as well.

An inportant aspect of BRANNGO stratepyourfuture represeration in

Nepal Aswe develop as an organisation we increasingeed this to get first
hand information about the situation there and build rdationships with
people and oganisations who may be interestedvirorking with BRANNGO. |
am looking intahe possibility of havingomeone with an interest in NGO
working parttime for us | expect to have more information on $tior our

next newsletter.

We are of course contiing to develop our communicationthese being
central to BRANNG@®mission.From now on® planning tgpublish the
newsletter more frequently and develop in parallel a blog or wogrovide a
more interadive way of communicating with our membersnners and
associatesOnce we havearep in Nepahe/she and | will experiment with
news feeds.Severageneral feeds aralreadyavailable but it would be good
to work out a system that focuses reportage on itentsah arespecifically
relevant to NGQuctivities.

We are also lookingptmodernise ourvebsite andare narowing down the
options on how and when this will be done. Some of you may have noticed
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that we now have an events calendar on the websitepublic version with
general informatiorand a membersnly version withcallin or Zoom detds.
As BRANNGO is a relatively small organisation the calerfdarfism filled
with BRANNGO events, so if you have activiifggour own organisation you
would like to publicise please do get irutth with Carol Clare and wercadd
the details. I1tQ there for your benefit, so pleadeel free to use it

The final point on communiti@ans is thatwith the help of Sara Parker and
Liverpool John Moa@r Universitywe arehoping b getone or 2 interis to help

us develop a wider and moedfective sociamedia strategy. The most likely
candidates will be sociology media students whohave to do work

experience as part of their course. | am very hopeful that by engaging young
people for whom sociahedia is damiliar and mainstream paof their lives

we shall come upvith an effective plan that wilhelpusspread the wod

about BRANNGGQmore effectivelyand encourage more people to join.

Finally, the BRANNGO»mmittee and various individuals\@been
considemg how we publiase moresuccinctly and farefullywhat BRANNGO is
about We haveome to the conclusion that we need to do more to get the
message out thereOne importantway of achieving thisto improve the
BHrandinglhe organisaibn, and later in this newsletternave includd a
separate arttle on thstopic. We also need to deslop a proactive publicity
plan which exploits the various channels of communication we have or are
developing and ve shall be working on that over tlwming weeks to try and
keep BRANNGRore in thepublic eye and lboadcast a succinct message
about wha we are and what we do. Help with this would be most welca@me
do please get in touch if you are interested

| am most grateful tahose who have antributed to this newsdtter. If you

have any mws reports or ideas you would like to publicisefuture

newsletters or other BRANNGO channgliease get in touchy emailing me
(chairman@branngo.org.jlor via theW/ 2 y (10 OTi2 NMRANKNG@ K S
webste.

| hope you, your family and friends stay safe and imethese difficult times,

Nick Hirton
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Father Moran and Nepad Jesuis

ByLisa Choeqgyal

[l am most grateful tahe authorfor pemission to repnt thisfascinating
article which frst agpeared in the Nepali Times on28eptembe020
Father Moran, an @ucator andham radio ethusiast- callsign9N1MM- was
one ofthe cowntry@ first windovginto the modern world As well as being a
very interesting story in its own right, it also givesi@portant insightinto
religious divensy and tolerance imNepal. ¢ Ed]

Father Marshall D Moran(1906:1992

We stood uneafy on the grass beneath the spreading fig tree. Fatfleran
was trying to create a sense of religioosmality, our excited guests were in
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danger of being rowdy, andwas missing the church font usyadssociated
with christenings from my Protestanpbringing. But this was our tiny patch
of Bansbari gaten in 1987, and we had to make do.

| was carryinghe precious bundle wrapped in his best, though not the gili
lace and embroidery of more tradtinal baptismceremonies. The appointed
godparentscould not be with us so Alma, the dignified wifeDofdley Spain
had offered to be surogate godmotherand Lewis Macfarlante American
deputy was our standh godfather. The proceedings got underway with a
blessing and some prayers as the audience settled in the spring sunshine,
birdsongdrifting throughthe lychee trees amh insects busyn the flowerbeds

Alma tried to wrestle Sangjay out of mgrms An undignified tussle ensued
until I was reminded in an urgent hiss that church etiquette dictates that the
godmother, not the mother, hals the child during the service. FathiMoran
carried on vahntly as | yielded my littleeasure. Sangjay ged typically
phlegmatic throughout, the assembled friends politely pretending not to
notice.

Fr Marshall Moran baptised Sangjay in our Bariaj;mdeﬁin March 1987.
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BothoursnswereblesSR YR yI YSR o0& OadilyaRinptchg, covefiiy ¢ S
both Buddhist and Christian spiritudtuals.

My mother professed to be shocked that our babies, Sangjay then his little
brother Rinchen aauple of years ker, had been bapt@ R & 6 & lick /I {
priest, darly’ 3 # K 2 dz3 K thibk siie2edl§ tinded. She approved that

both sons had also been blessed and named by the Tibetan family Rinpoche ir
Swayambhunath, careful to protect okatas offerings and babiefom the
monkeys, ad covering dlspiritual optimns. And like me, shgreatly admired

the gentle legacy of the Jesuits in Nepal, holding special respect for their
leader, Father Moran.

No foreign funeral was complete witlt the reassurig presence of a
presiding Jesuit, ahBorisLisanevith@was no exceptionBoris died in 198&t
the age of 8Qinconveniently during Dasain §im Edwardand | had to
mobilise a team of Buddéti Mountain Travel Sherpas to dig his grave in the
British Cemeteryg, Hindus could not be tainted during the festival.

Arriving in India with only refugee papers, Bdnad managetb obtain British
citizenship wih the help othis friend Lady Diana Du@fooper. Heften visited

the British Cemetery on daily walks frahve Royal Hotel, and always intended
to be buried there beside his mother and motherlaw. He likedo say that

he knew the name on every tombstonmaking theacquaintance of his future
neighboursBuried on a bright afternoon 22 October 1985, the fualeservice
was dramatic with Russian wailing, sobbing and embracing the coffin, despite
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the best effots of Father Eugene Watrin and Father Tom Dognvho
conduced the service.

The Society of Jestmthers were an integral part of early expatgdife in
Kathmandu, bringing gravitas to Christicommunity landmarks such as
baptisms, confirmations, maages and burials, as well as being great fun a
the after-party. Many of them were American andost took Nepali

nationality, instilling their spcial brand of universal spirituality and essente o
educational excellence without ever forcing their faith people Father

Moran set the tone with his ha radio call sign, 9N1M Mickey Mouse.

F Moranin Godavairwith his ham radio.Photo:Brooke Allen

¢tKS WSadaAaiaQ O02YYAGYSy(d G2 G4KSANI Ol
academic research and saktwork, resulting in books, centres and dmi

where they were met needed. Their gowned silhouettes weadamiliarsight
around town, pursuing their devout vocations with practical ministrations.
Father Moran is remembered riding his motorbike to Geatd white robes
billowing, and in his wakeaimed buffalos and eted dogs careering down

the unmade rod in a clodl of dust.



i\ |
Boris Lisanevitch, Fathéarshall Moran and Toni Hagen taken at the Yakest
in 1978 Photo: A D Schilling

For NepalisthefathersQ LINR F2dzy R Ay Tt dabtgd@s 2y S|
generations ®privileged pupils lucky enoughto®Sy R { G - I @A S NI
al NBEQa Ay D2RI @b8AJ ¢t gR WAKHEHRGI 3 KEENY
schools opened in 195and 1955 respectivelt the initiative of the newly
instated King Tribuvan, the Jesuits étally brought modern thinking to Nepa
founding the first permanent Christian mission saneéid in Kathmandu for
nearly 200 years. This remarkable achievehveas mainly due to theheer

force of personality and charisma of Fatiarshall Moran.
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Fr Moran receives a medal from King Mahendra in the
1960s for his contribution to education in Nepal.

The frst European everencay § SNBE R 0 & { Krhabitahtf wasSa Q &
Patuguese Jesuit, Fathdohn Cabral, on his way from Shiggfsgazé) in

Tibet to Bengal in early 1628. These intrepid Westerners were Jesuit monks
despatched from Rome to their Cafimmission in TibefThey must have been
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a strange sight, austere trallers clothed in longapes and plain, black, ankle
length satanes gatheredt the waist with a rope.

¢CKS WSadzAaGaQ tS3ardiazy Ay [KFal gl a
reassigned the missioffield of Tibet to the Order of Friars Minor Capuchia
branch of Roman Claslic Franciscans. The Capuchins wdalde been

instantly recognisable with their da#irown robes, pointed hoods drawn over
their heads, and untrimmed bushydak beards.

The Mallakings allowed Capuchin friars from Lhasa toAiw G KS =+ f €
states for over half a century, until &y were politey sent packing by Prithivi
Narayan Shamil769. With their centre in Bhaktapur, Raja Ranajit Malla

wrote in Newari to the Pope sang that they were free to evangelise but,
concening his own conversiadh KS g2 dz R ay 2 Toesitel o f
of the Lalitpur Capuchin house and small cemetery, said to lie north of Patan,
is forgotten and lost. Other thatie occasional visitypa wandering Capuchin,
there would be no Christraclergy living in Nepauntil the restoration of the
monarcly when Father Mran established the current Jesuit mission.

Born in Chicago in 1906, Marshall D. Moran joined the Spofelesus in 1924.
With five other Jesuitde sailed as a novice from Neviork to Bombay in 1929,
thenwent by train to their destination, thé&atna Missia in Bihar. In India he
studied and taught in Shembaganur, Bettiah, Kurseong and Ranchi, set up
schools andhospitals, and wrked in Patna University which had links with Tri
Chardra College in Kathmandya connection that would change hiteli

FatherB f f w20Aya G(GSffa GKS ad2NBY da¢K:!
year to supervise the Tri Chandrallege examsProfessors hated to go.

Marshall volunteered to fill inand so in October 194@avelled to the border

and on to Amlekganj in Neph A bus got him to Bhimphedi and from there he
walked to Kathmandu. During the month in Nepal, Marsh was &bbuild
relationships with those in power, while offering to helgal through school
educaion. He returned to Patna, hoping thaé wouldbeA y @A G SR oI O

On the feast of All Saints a year later, Marshall Moran received the keenly
awaited summongrom the new edgation minister, Nrip Jang Rana. Returning
to Kathmandun early 1951, Father Man accepted the offer of Godavari
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Dartar, the Primea A Y A 8 4G SNRAa &dzYYSNJ NBaAaARSyOS:
recruited students and prepared the buildings. St. NI & A ybeda R €
classes on 1 July 1951, and land was purchaséawalakhel in 1954. ThHen

to a plentiful supply of Americanissionaries ad visa restrictions within

India, a succession of Jesuit teachers were available to run the schools.

ae® > o e e Sl “sclle f 28 {
An 1872 drawing ofGodavari Darbar in which Fr Moran was
askedtoopen St I A SNDRa {OK22f Ay wmMbpmd

There were a couple of nenegotiable onditions attached to the invitation as
prescribed by King Tribhuvan, and to which Father Moran concurred. The
WS & dzarkiwagcondir@anly to the Kathmandu Valley, and they were not
permitted to proselytise. Withithose limitations, which to this daye
brotherhood are proud to have honoured to the letter, the Society of Jesus
fathers have made their indelible mark dmet history of Npal.
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A view d Nepal and Tousm in 2020

By Marcus Ctton, Managing Director Tger MountainNepal

Marcus Cotton outsid@ige MountainPokhara_odgeg would that we
all had a similar view from our place of work!

For ayearthat started rather mundanelwvith little activity of significancewe
have certainy ended up in a right pickle across the woHwever, out of
dramas and a pandemic of governments around the world appearing to have
lost the arts of basic civil administration, much good also caglinepsed with
non-government responses, enhanced patships andin a few cases, much
improved comnainications. It is interesting that the governments that appear
to have done best are those indlrar Eastlargely Asiamut with the shining
exception d New Zealand which remains a beacon of a liberal deauyc
handling the crisis well.

Come late Marchhte cororavirus entered Nepal anthe government acted
fast with a strict lockdown that laste@if several months in the face of
increasing pressure on ecomic and social grounds. The lockdown was
imposed hasly and without a full evaluation of the imptscon all sectors of
Nepalese society and econongignificanissuesvere domestic dailywages
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labourers, rents for labour accommodation and small busses and migrant
labour (particularly in India) desng to return home and being held up by
closal borders.

JOB CUTS DURING PANDEMIC

Countries ~ Numberof Nepaliworkers  Estimatedjob loss

Malaysia 0000 %
UAE 400,000 D%
atar 475,000 A%
Saud Arabiz 380,000 0%
Himait 80,000 %
Bahrain 3000 %
Oman 17500 0%
$turce; Negal Association of Fareign Employment Agenzies

Surprisingly, in spite of months of lockdown, the government did little
nothingto use the time effectively to prepare fonore significanepidemic
impacts, widespread testing, quarantine managmt, etc. A thoughthrough
reopening proceswasnot designed and the government then, in common
with other countries, opened up too much tdast.

Migrantworkers stranded at @rchula on the Indin side of the border with épal.
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It transpired by Segimber that the government was unwilling to take tough
RSOAaA2ya thedificuWiBsdrs bi®Eakyuarantimdc on to local
governmentadministrationghat were, with the recent transition ta federal
structure, unpepared and underesourcedn both humanand financiaterms
to handle the issuesCentral government gave every appearance of having a
policy of open or shut and no graalions in between. From latekugust
caseload rose sharpig the Terai on the borders with Ind largely due to
returning migrant labourers in large numisghat overwhelmed the parlous
inadequate systems hastily put in place.

In September and Octobéhne focus ofspread moved to the Kathmandu
Valleywhich, atthe time of writing hassome 60% othe total caseloa in

Nepal. Somestimate the true infection levels in the valley at around 30% of
populationg a testof herd immunity bydefault thanlsto lapsedgovernment
planningperhaps?

In common with many otf NJ y I (i A 2 oéitralgobefm@nt siidiwed
similar ymptoms ofchaotic administrative processasd opaque
dissemination ofnformation. Press statements were made that were
unsupported by ministry websisgor written information. Ministry spokesmen
coud not giveclearexpanationsof whatpress briefinghad announcear
regulations and procedures pertaining to the announcemémadequate
planning had restricted even essential industries such as agricultureto th
extent that agricultural goods domesally produced went to waste and the
same goods werariported from India.

As is often the case and was also seen during the 2015 Gorkha Earthquake,
with the shortcomings of government, the formal and less formatigha

sector mobilised. Of notewas tfeE OSt f Sy 62N)] o6& al 3
Blink Now Foundadin (www.blinknow.org which set to help incoming

labourers with simple food and water supplies inYdest Nepal.Many smal

local charities and civil groups titised in the face of a complete failure of
governmentprovision.¢ K2 Y| 4 Q4 C2 dzy REAIRNUKQ& b SLJ
(https://www.thomassfoundation.org.uk/cair) has a Nepabased consultant

who was part othe CEHRD Education Cluster Group which did stesxiarg
designing remote learning materials for children locked out of school.
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Ameeting and discussiomvolvingthe extended$amilyCat BlinkNovw® KopilaValley ChdrensQ
Home in western Nepabne d the waysthe charityhelps peoplethere cope withlockdown.

In addition,/ ! Lwb Qa f 2 OF f,Sdth Nepay RilNdt FounbationS LI
Nepal Pahar Trst Nepal, First Stepgdepaland, of course, the Gurkha Welfare
Trusthave all done sterling work listribution of education materials,

protective equpment andprovidedmuch supportive advice to ensure that the
disruptions to education can be mitigatedfar as possible. This has been
undertaken by dedicated local staff being prepared to take soma kefv

personal risk and is much to be acknowledged pradssd. However, it is

worth noting that tie Ministry of Education haasobeen surprisingly

proactive in addressing the impaat the virus.

Distributionof teaching material$o a schooin Nepal
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to a standstilfrom 239 March and, to all intents and purposaemains so at

the time of writing. Most tourism business have suspended employees on
minimal or zero pags thereis no income to finance the payroll. Many self
employe tourism staff, such as mountaineeg guides, have seen their entire
earnings wiped out as mountaineering expeditions were all cancelled.

Nevertheless the tourism industry has donwetter than manyother sectors in
terms of developing hygiene protoca@sd ensuring wide dissendtion and
training through the industryAgain, formdly constitutedcharities havébeen
lessvisiblethaninformal groups such as the CoddnchaSamuha/olunteers
Group a group of public health experts and graphic desigmérs are working
on educational material dggn for virus awareness, information and
understanding of the need for safety measurasd Raj Gyawali of Social
Tours with his Kathmandu Lighthouse and &léfpurism Think Tank
(Facebook passimjhere is a raplly increasing level of readiness for
reopening tourism on a limited agven awider basisThat said, the levels of
awareness and exampketting are appalling for examplea postin social
media re@ntly included gphoto of the deputyeditor of a leadig English
broadsheetwith Prince Mohammed Al Khalifafter a successful Bahraini
Expedition to Manaslg but with no social distaringand no masks. The
failure to appreciate the messaging and rolesefting standardsd examples
makes safety protocolsahnd to implement.

Tiger Mountain Pokhara Lod@eww.tigermountainpokhara.coassisted in

the drafting of the hotel protocol section of the TourisBoardProtocols

which were subsequently endorsed by thevernment.The lodge also drafted
an initial Mountain Touri® Protocol for tourist lodges (tea shop lodges) on
trekking trails which is currently being refined and expanded to cover all the
impacts @ trekking and moutain tourism activitiesAgain, Raisyawali, with a
team of trek leaders from various companiesitame together, tested the
protocols in Helambworth-eastof Kathmandu, and produced some excellent
awareness and training videos whichve been donated gratis fdepal

Tourism BoardThese can beegn on the NTBouTubechannel.

Looking at tourism, there argome lessons to be leagd, as may be expected
from such an unexpected shock to the industfpurismin Nepal idargely
managed hrough a plethora of small andediumsized privatelyowned
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busnesseskFirst, | believe is the importance of every busingsx just in
tourism)to carry ample financial reserves to allow for such adverse imgacts
in recent years Nepal has seahongdrawn-out Maoist political insurgencya
natural disastertfie 2015 Gorkha Earthquake) and now an epiden/t had
significant and dferent impacts on tourismWhile a newly established
business will take time to build up such reserves and, probabls lcastain
level of loans to be clead. However, Nepal has matong-established
businesses in tourism and thejsogave every appeance of lacking such
financial reservesThis is probably a morahperativefor all businesses
worldwide.

Another imporant opportunity given by the haltingf tourism, was to allow

the industry to introspect and reconsider the nature of tbarismindustry in
Nepal¢ Why, What Howg and to reset the poliesto focus more on smaller,
environmentally viable volumes at Imgr financial yields rather than the over
simplistic drive foeverhigher arrivahumbers.The world has seen growing
impatierOS | Y2y 3 K2ad O02YYdzirRdiNRGEREY 5 Y]
enduring image of 2019 was the crowd the uppermost slopes of blunt

Everestg overtourism in its most niche application!

The queue at the top of Everest,ayl2019
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