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About the Cover Picture 

The cover of this newsletter is a view of Manaslu (Nepali: मनास्लु), known in 

Tibetan as Kutang.  It is the eighth-highest mountain in the world at 8,163 
metres (26,781 ft) above sea level.  It is located in the Mansiri Himal, part of 
the Nepalese Himalayas, in the west-central part of Nepal.  Its name, which 
means ‘mountain of the spirit’, comes from the Sanskrit word manasa, 
meaning ‘intellect’ or ‘soul’.  Manaslu is the highest peak in the Gorkha District 
and is about 64 km (40 mi) east of Annapurna. The mountain's long ridges and 
valley glaciers offer feasible approaches from all directions. 

The mountain was first climbed on May 9, 1956 by Toshio Imanishi and 
Gyalzen Norbu, members of a Japanese expedition.  It is said that just as the 
British consider Everest ‘their’ mountain, Manaslu has always been a 
‘Japanese’ mountain.  The latest information, from 2008, is that there have 
been 297 ascents of Manaslu and 53 deaths on the mountain.  The area is also 
popular with trekkers.   

 

The Manaslu Conservation Area Project (MCAP) was established in 1998 with 
the primary objective of achieving conservation and sustainable management 
of the area, which includes Manaslu mountain.  It covers 1,663 km2 (642 sq 
miles) at elevations of between 1,400m to 8,163 m (4,593 to 26,781 ft). The 
region is home to 33 species of mammals including snow leopard, musk deer 
and Himalayan tahr.  There are over 110 species of birds, three species of 
reptiles and 1500-2000 species of flowering plants.  More details are on the 
NTNC website at https://ntnc.org.np/project/manaslu-conservation-area-
project-mcap  

 

https://ntnc.org.np/project/manaslu-conservation-area-project-mcap
https://ntnc.org.np/project/manaslu-conservation-area-project-mcap
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Chairman’s Foreword 
 

Many of you will know that since the last newsletter 
was published in April, I have taken over as Chairman 
of BRANNGO from David Thomas.  It will be a very 
hard act to follow given David’s many years’ 
experience of helping Nepal and its people and the 
long list of his very significant achievements, but I am 
most grateful to him and the Committee for giving me 
the opportunity and will do my very best to live up to 
the challenge.  I’m also delighted to say that David will 
continue to be involved in BRANNGO in the role of 

Founder, so the organisation and its members will continue to benefit from his 
advice, wise counsel and (many!) good ideas.   
 
We have made some significant changes to how BRANNGO functions in the 
last few months.  We recognise that there is a need to bring together 
communities of interest with a common interest in particular topical areas so 
that productive collaboration can have stronger focus and greater cohesion.   
The intention is that these will become one of the main driving forces behind 
BRANNGO’s mission of making the delivery of goods and services to Nepal 
through NGO channels more efficient and more effective through 
collaboration.  Central to this is the exchange of information, but also 
mechanisms for identifying and pursuing initiatives that will bring additional 
value and benefit to BRANNGO and its members’ activities.   
 
We have launched the first two Working Groups to look at Education and 
Health, the 2 UN Sustainable Development Goals that between them 
encompass about two-thirds of the UK NGOs operating in Nepal.   The 
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Education Working Group, led by John Matthews of Children of the Mountain, 
has had 2 meetings so far.  Its remit is potentially very broad, and they have 
done a very good job of not only defining a workable methodology going 
forward but also potential focus areas where effort is most likely to result in 
beneficial results.  The Health Working Group, led by Lisa Whitehouse-Foskett, 
has had one meeting but its existence had prompted a great deal of useful and 
productive discussion and activity offline as well.  Like the Education Group, 
Health has a potentially very wide remit, but clearly the Covid-19 pandemic 
gives an immediate focus and importance to its work.   
 
Both Working Groups have public pages on the BRANNGO website where news 
and information will be posted.  I commend them to you and would encourage 
you to get in touch through the ‘Contact Us’ facilities on the website if you 
would like to participate or learn more.   
 
I should also mention that we are considering a third working group to bring 
together those interested in the Environment and Climate Issues.  This is at an 
early stage of planning but if any of you reading this would be interesting in 
leading or participating in such an initiative, do please get in touch with me 
through the website.   
 
Another important component of our strategy is the Partnership Programme.  
BRANNGO came into being partly as a result of close affiliation with the 
Nepalese Embassy in London and the Britain-Nepal Society, both of whose 
active support and encouragement still very much underpin what we do – and 
for which we are extremely grateful.  However, there are numerous other 
organisations with an interest in what BRANNGO does.  These includes various 
groupings of NGOs and Associations in the UK, Nepal and elsewhere as well as 
Nepalese and UK government agencies.  There are 3 reasons why it is 
important that we build and maintain good working relationships with them: 
firstly, it provides addition channels through which we can spread the word 
about what BRANNGO is doing and potentially recruit new members; secondly, 
these organisations have many insights and information that can be useful to 
NGOs working in Nepal; and thirdly, dialogue with them may identify 
opportunities for productive collaboration and joint projects.  The Programme 
is at an early stage, but with the help of Committee Members I expect our 
liaison with these organisations will become more focused and systematic over 
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the coming year, hopefully delivering additional benefit to BRANNGO members 
and the partners concerned.    
 
Of course all the BRANNGO activities have been overshadowed by the Covid-
19 pandemic.  The most important aspect of this has been the impact on the 
people of Nepal.  Although the medical impact appears to have been slight 
compared the UK (at at 11th July there have been 16,801 cases and 38 deaths, 
according to the Nepal Government’s official website) but the secondary 
effects of the pandemic are likely to cause far more widespread suffering and 
disruption.  The Government’s lockdown has depressed economic activity in 
the same way as lockdowns in other countries have done.  Nepal’s very strong 
reliance on tourism to underpin its economy has been dealt a body-blow this 
year as a result of the worldwide travel restrictions, including closure of 
Nepal’s airports, and the understandable reluctance of people to travel.  A 
third major factor has been the reduction in remittances from expatriate 
Nepalis whose jobs in other countries have been curtailed as a result of the 
pandemic.  In many cases this has also led to those people returning home to 
Nepal, putting a further burden on the economy.   
 
Various BRANNGO members are planning how to assist those in Nepal 
suffering the effects of the pandemic.  BRANNGO’s role so far has been mainly 
to share information as the basis for such planning (for example, see the links 
on page 18 of this newsletter).  Those with access to the BRANNGO website 
will also notice various presentations and discussions on this topic.  However, 
bearing in mind the need for information flows and discussion to be translated 
into productive action, both the BRANNGO Committee and the Working 
Groups continue to consider proactively what more can be done to help 
facilitate the delivery of aid and services by BRANNGO members and others to 
the people of Nepal.   
 
The pandemic has caused the cancellation of most of BRANNGO’s 2020 face-
to-face events, but in a curious way it has facilitated more interaction through 
the medium of webinars and online meetings.  Although not complete 
substitutes for person-to-person encounters, these are in most cases easier to 
organise and easier to attend.  I fully intend that in 2021 we shall have some 
conferences and events where we meet in person, but I have no doubt that we 
shall continue to use online media as an important way of keeping in touch,  

https://heoc.mohp.gov.np/
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sharing information and planning.  To that end David Morrall is kindly looking 
into our policies and plans for the use of social media and the web with a view 
to our making more systematic and effective use of what is on offer.  We have 
also instigated quarterly briefings for BRANNGO members, which as well as 
providing a channel for updates, offer a forum for new ideas to be aired and 
discussed.   
 
Finally, would draw your attention to the continuing expansion and 
enhancement of the BRANNGO website.  As well as additional pages for the 
Working Groups we have continued to build up the quantity and quality of 
information in the database and have also posted much additional material 
about BRANNGO’s strategy and plans as well as videos, presentations and 
other materials covering various discussions and webinars.  Most of this 
material is in the Members’ Area, so do please consider joining BRANNGO if 
you would like to have access to this very useful and interesting archive – 
details on the back page of this newsletter or on the BRANNGO website here.   
 
I am most grateful to all those who have contributed to this newsletter.  It is a 
channel of communication that is available to all, so if you have any news or 
reports or ideas you would like to publicise, please get in touch via the ‘Contact 
Us’ form on the BRANNGO website.   
 

With all my best wishes and hope that you stay safe and well, 
 

Nick Hinton 

____________________________________________ 

 

Nepal Today 

by David Thomas 

 
In 1967 Joanna and I did our second trek in Nepal; this time with our two small 
children  carried in baskets by porters. In those days Kathmandu was still a 
medieval city full of pedestrians walking on dusty tracks as there were no 
roads, hardly a car to be seen, no public transport and fuel carried by porters 

http://www.branngo.org.uk/membership-benefits/
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for 135 km from Birgunj on the border, or flown in by air in wartime Dakotas 
which also carried bicycles.  There was no airport in Pokhara then, only a grass 
maidan where villagers grazed their cattle.  A young boy with a hand siren was 
posted on the gate so he could sound it when he saw the aeroplane 

  

Gateway to Nepal at Birgunj 

approaching.  Then everyone cleared the field so that the plane could land. 
Pokhara town itself consisted of only the purano bazaar – the old town. 
Nothing else had been built. 

Nepal has come a long way since those uncomplicated days but in many ways 
the Coronavirus lockdown has thrown the country right back again for a while. 
Today there is no public transport nor are there any taxis or tuk-tuks.  Private 
transport is allowed now but only on odd or even days according to the 
number plate of the vehicle.  If you want to get to work the best way is to 
walk.  All airports are closed including Kathmandu’s Tribhuvan and will remain 
so until 22 July 2020.  What then happens depends on two things.   First, how 
the virus develops and second on political manoeuvring within the Nepal 
Government.  
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When Covid-19 was first recognised and lockdown introduced it was widely 
accepted.  People were scared by the thought of the virus and largely did what 
they were told.  Three months later economic necessity is beginning to drive 
people’s thinking and the virus, although still spreading, does not seem to 
them to be as dire as it did at first.  Those who still have jobs need to get back 
to them; those who are not so fortunate need to find some way of earning a 
living again even if it is only to get back to their villages to help plant rice and 
vegetables as the monsoon develops.  Schools are closed but although 
teachers employed by the government are still being paid, those in the many 
private schools suffer as they are not allowed to charge fees at all and the 
teachers’ pay is left to the resources of each individual proprietor.  

Some food, particularly vegetables that are brought in to towns directly by 
growers, have fallen in price as the middle men have been cut out.  On the 
whole food is still available as the transport for it is allowed to operate, but it 
is getting more expensive and many are finding it difficult to survive.  Already 
the suicide rate has increased as life has become more and more difficult.  

Although the number of reported deaths from the virus still only stands at 38 
and the number of cases at 16,801 (as at 11 July) it is widely thought that the 
real number is likely to be at least ten times higher.  The blame for the 
increasing numbers is put at the door of workers returning from India.  Even 
though most are put into quarantine camps at the borders others bypassing 
this are thought to be responsible for the spread of the disease.  In fact the 
number of cases in India has increased dramatically in the last few weeks to 
over 823,000 and the number of deaths to more than 22,000.  Nepal is likely to 
follow the same path in the future and so while it may not be so bad at 
present, the worst is surely not yet over.  

Indeed, the British Foreign Office advises against travel to both India and 
Nepal and tourism to Nepal has completely collapsed throwing many locals 
out of work, a really ironic situation as 2020 was being much publicised as 
‘Visit Nepal Year’.  At least the British Embassy in Kathmandu led by Nicola 
Pollitt has negotiated with local authorities that supplies of life-saving 
medicines, PPE, hand sanitiser, pensions and clean water should be allowed to 
be distributed to British Gurkha veterans in spite of the strict lockdown 
situation.  This has been done through the Gurkha Welfare Trust that has also 
so far supported 53 local health facilities, 14 Nepal government institutions 
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and 17 quarantine centres across the country through their COVID-19 
Intervention programme. 

Government control of such a widespread and fragmented country that has 
developed so much in the last 50 years can only be imperfect at best, but it 
does need to provide strong leadership.  The people of Nepal may be able to 
reconcile themselves to far greater hardships than we in the West could put 
up with, but who is going to lead them through this crisis?  The ruling Nepal 
Communist Party has KP Sharma Oli for Prime Minister, but he is not a well 
man and at odds with Prachandra, the real power.  The scope for political 
shenanigans affecting or preventing the hard decisions that have to be taken is 
huge.  Furthermore, three of the four main parties have been cobbled 
together from many smaller ones and although what the country really needs 
is unity, it is likely that each faction will continue to look to its own benefit 
even in these painful economic circumstances. 

So, it is more than ever essential for those who are helping the stoic people 
living in this hard and unforgiving land to work together, and through the local 
government and non-government organisations.  BRANNGO, as an entirely 
voluntary organisation, is enlarging its area of operations all the time under 
the Chairmanship of Nick Hinton and is well placed to help with contacts and 
advice.  We look forward to hearing from our members and those interested 
in what we are doing, so please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

____________________________________________ 

Support for Children’s Homes in Nepal 

A Response to Martin Punaks’ Article 

By Paddy Gallaugher 

Martin Punaks published an article in the April 2020 BRANNGO newsletter 
which can be viewed online here.  It resulted in some discussion about his view 
on the BRANNGO Facebook Closed Group (to which you need to subscribe in 
order to view the content).  Paddy Gallaugher is Chairman of the NGO ‘Happy 
Children's Home’ and has kindly put together this commentary. 

http://www.branngo.org.uk/digitalpubs/NLApr20/14/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/398627697164373
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Introduction 

I read with interest Martin Punaks article ‘Responsible Volunteering in Nepal’.  
His passionate appeal for a clear, cool-headed approach to volunteering in 
countries like Nepal is commendable and deserves to be taken seriously. 

At the same time, I am concerned at the blanket solution Martin’s offers as a 
means of resolving the actual and potential damage that can arise from 
indiscriminate support for orphanages and children’s homes in needy 
countries such as Nepal.  He argues that, regardless of motives, it is a mistake 
to give practical or financial support to such ‘institutions’ and suggests these 
are outdated forms of care for orphans and destitute young people.  In arguing 
this, he points to such revered institutions as UNICEF and Save the Children, 
who apparently are opposed to sustaining these types of dubious 
establishments. 

My purpose in writing is to question Martin’s assertion that any support for 
children’s homes in Nepal is wrong, down-right unhelpful and damaging to 
children’s development. 

The Role of Orphanages and Children’s Homes in Nepal 

Whether in towns or rural communities, life is hard for many families in Nepal. 
It is to their credit that Nepali people smile and make light of the troubles 
many of them face, not least the burdens caused by having large families. In 
such circumstances, it is encouraging to see the benefits that tourism has 
bought, at least until recently.  It is also encouraging to note the practical steps 
Government has taken to eradicate illegal deportation of so-called orphans 
and to remove the scourge of unregistered children’s homes.  All that said and 
notwithstanding the impressive statistics quoted in the article, I cannot allow 
Martin’s assertion that it is a mistake to support even ‘good children’s homes’ 
to go un-checked. It is plain wrong to ‘tar all homes with the same brush’.  Put 
in context, I believe the article is misleading.  Despite high-minded motions 
passed at the UN General Assembly and despite the Herculean efforts of 
Martin and his colleagues in Next Generation Nepal (NGN), the need for 
children’s homes in that wonderful Himalayan country cannot be replaced 
over-night.  To be fair, Martin acknowledges that his dream for Nepal’s 
children cannot be introduced at a stroke. It will require homes and their staff  
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to be re-trained : it will take time for stakeholders, including government 
officials, to buy into a more modern approach to dealing with such social 
problems. 
 
It is my conviction that if Nepal’s future generations are to flourish, we need to 
see the creation of a centrally directed rural development programme.  In the 
meantime, children’s homes will continue to be required and these will need 
financial support for many years.  I say this as Chairman of a small charity that 
has worked with a home on the outskirts of Kathmandu for over 12 years.  The 
Home looks after 24 children (12 residential and 12 living with relatives/ 
friends).  A number of our group make regular visits and have seen many 
youngsters develop and blossom without any of the deficiencies suggested in 
the article. 
 

 
 

Paddy Gallaugher and his wife with the children from ‘Happy Children's Home’ in Nepal. 

Conclusion 

   Martin’s article presents a compelling case to discourage volunteers 
imposing themselves on orphanages and children’s homes in developing 
countries. I heartily approve this suggestion. His case for closing down financial 
support is less convincing and needs to be viewed in the context of the 
political and economic environment pertaining in Nepal today.  
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Martin Punaks’ replied to Paddy’s comments as follows:  

 

Dear Paddy, 
 
Thanks for your heart-felt response to my article in the BRANNGO newsletter.  
You have raised some great points about change needing to be placed in the 
‘context of the cultural and political idiocrasies pertaining in Nepal’, and I 
couldn’t agree more. 
 
I would respectfully point out that I have not actually said in the original article 
that supporting children’s homes is ‘wrong’ and ‘unhelpful’.  The words I used 
were that ‘by volunteering in or financially supporting children’s homes, one is 
bolstering an outdated system of care which actually harms children’.  My 
point is a little more nuanced.  I would never encourage a donor to 
immediately stop funding a well-managed children’s home, as this would put 
the children at risk.  But I would encourage a donor to use their influence to 
persuade the children’s home to reform, by gradually, safely and sustainably 
transitioning towards family-based care.   
 
The original article I wrote was focused on volunteering, so I didn’t discuss the 
process of ‘care reform’ or ‘deinstitutionalisation’ in much detail, but I have 
said more about this process in this article which might interest you: The 
Orphan Myth: The Global Movement to End Institutionalisation.  In this article 
I explain what a complex and sensitive process care reform is.  Indeed, your 
points about staff needing to be trained is something I wholeheartedly agree 
with, as the article shows.   
 
I also fully agree with you that Government officials need to buy into this 
approach towards childcare.  The Nepal Government Child Policy (2012) and 
the Standards for the Operation and Management of Residential Child Care 
Homes (2012) state that children’s homes should be a last resort and 
temporary measure, and all efforts should be made to reintegrate children 
with their families.  Furthermore, the recently updated Nepal Government 
Children’s Act (2018) reinforces this point again.  To implement the updated 
law, you may know that the National Child Rights Council issued a public 
notice on 14th March 2020 instructing all children’s homes in Nepal to 

https://olbios.org/the-orphan-myth-the-global-movement-to-end-institutionalisation/
https://olbios.org/the-orphan-myth-the-global-movement-to-end-institutionalisation/
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reintegrate all children that are known to their parents/guardians.  So this 
approach is very much current Government policy in Nepal.  
 

 
 

The 14th March 2020 Government notice referred to in Martin’s letter 
 

However, having lived and worked in Nepal for six years, working on 
grassroots child protection projects I am realistic.  I know how tough life is for 
many families in poor and rural areas of Nepal.  I know that the motivation of 
good and caring people like yourself, who support children homes, is because 
you want to help vulnerable children from these families.  My argument is 
simply that the best way to do this is to use your resources to strengthen 
families and keep them together. 
 
As I said in my original article, reintegration is a gradual process, and many of 
the good children’s homes in Nepal are already doing this.  They have adopted 
this approach, not just because it is the law, but because they know deep 
down that their good quality children’s homes can never replace the love of a 
real family.  Whilst I can talk-the-talk about UN conventions and Nepali laws, it 
was seeing the look of love on a mother’s face upon welcoming her child back 
into her home which often brought tears to my eyes and motivated me.  
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Through NGN’s work I learned that, despite the seemingly insurmountable 
obstacles, family reintegration in Nepal really is possible.   
 
Happy to chat with you further if I can be of any support, and happy to 
connect your children’s home staff with the NGN team in Nepal.  Thanks for 
sharing your thoughts with me.  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Martin  
 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

Himalayan Animal Treatment Centre (UK) 
by Barbara Webb 

 

HAT (UK) was established to improve the lives of animals in Nepal.  It has 
worked with Himalayan Animal Rescue Trust, HART, since 2010, to carry out a 
series of programmes designed to reduce the suffering of street animals and 
promote the concept of animal welfare. 

 

HART has bases in Pokhara and Bharatpur where it operates low cost clinics, 
vaccination and sterilisation programmes for street dogs, and a schools 
programme that aims to improve awareness of animal sentience in children. 
Additionally it offers rescue and treatment services for street animals who 
suffer accident or disease. 

A further facet of HART's work consists of bringing veterinary services, 
including vaccination and sterilisation to Municipalities throughout Nepal.. 
This outreach work assists the local authorities in controlling their street 
animal populations without the use of culling. 
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One of the patients! 

From the outset, data collection has been a key focus.  HART's resident tech 
developer has produced a series of apps which are used to record such 
information as numbers of dogs counted in a census and numbers vaccinated 
during a campaign.  Apps are also used to conduct attitudinal surveys.  This 
use of apps ensures data can be examined and analysed directly without the 
potential inaccuracy and delay necessitated by hard copy collection methods. 

 

An example of HART local vaccination data 
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Vaccination taking place and a view of the app used to record the data. 

Following an earlier collaborative study with a scientist from DEFRA, it was 
decided to design a method of determining coverage of the anti-rabies 

vaccination given to dogs.  It is generally accepted that creating herd immunity 
against rabies in street dog populations will protect communities against the 
disease. If a nation-wide attempt to eradicate rabies is to be successful, 
knowledge of where and when vaccinations take place is essential. 
Additionally, as vaccines have a limited duration, the protection offered by 
each campaign has to be shown to decline and then disappear as time elapses. 

The use of such a recording tool would enable each local authority to collect 
its own data while the central co-ordinators ensured nation wide vaccination 
coverage. Despite some early interest from the Nepali authorities the plan was 
not taken up.  However the technology had been developed and so it was 
decided to put it to use as a method by which organisations working in the 
same field could avoid overlapping their programmes and confidently 
understand what other work was going on in Nepal.  Therefore the DogData 
website was created at www.dogdata.uk/.   

http://www.dogdata.uk/
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Dogs in one of the HART Treatment Centres 

Since the majority of street dog vaccinations are carried out by dog welfare 
NGOs the site is able to show the extent of coverage throughout the country. 
Most of the key organisations in the field are contributing to the site data, 
though there remain one or two exceptions.  One local government office in 
eastern Nepal has joined the list of contributors as was envisaged in the 
original concept.  The Nepal Veterinary Association has also endorsed the site. 

(HAT (UK)’s website is at http://www.hat-uk.org/ and HART’s is at 
https://www.hartnepal.org/ - Ed) 

____________________________________________ 
 

Engage Nepal 
 

By Nick Hinton 

 
BRANNGO received an invitation via the Britain-Nepal 
Society to attend a webinar briefing on 27th June by 
Scott Delisi, a former US Ambassador to Nepal.  He is 
now Executive Director of ‘Engage Nepal’, a US NGO 

http://www.hat-uk.org/
https://www.hartnepal.org/
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dedicated to promoting preparedness and risk reduction in Nepal in relation to 
crisis management.  He is also a Special Advisor to the US State Department. 

Engage Nepal’s strategy recognises that preparedness is achieved not just 
building stronger homes or safer schools, as important as those things are.  
We also need to build a stronger, more resilient society and empower the 
most vulnerable citizens to be able to play a meaningful role in shaping their 
own futures and making the choices that will keep them and their loved ones 
safe in the years ahead.  That is why in addition to its work in risk reduction 
the NGO also engages to empower women and to support and protect 
vulnerable children. In has also launched and will continue to support 
programs to deliver health services, to offer entrepreneurial training, to work 
with communities in protecting their environment and to create new 
opportunities for the future. 

Scott said it was not always possible to undertake major projects that 
comprehensively resolved problems, but an approach that encompassed 
small-scale activities was still very worthwhile and offered the possibility of 
building up to greater things later on.  Any activity that saved or improved a 
single life was worth doing.   

 

Scott Delisi in Nepal 
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The briefing highlighted the impact of Covid-19 in Nepal and the potential 
worsening of the crisis as the virus spreads in the country, not just in terms of 
the direct effect of the disease but the indirect effects on the economy, 
livelihoods and the delivery of goods and services to many vulnerable people.  
Engage Nepal is using its organisation to share information of immediate value 
and help e.g. general education on the nature of the disease and how to 
mitigate its effects as well as specific information on issues such as effective 
use of Personal Protection Equipment.  Engage Nepal recognises that the most 
efficient way of translating funds into useful activity is via local partners in 
Nepal rather than through Government channels, and to this end is teaming 
with the NGO Nepal Rising, the Center for Molecular Dynamics, the Nepal 
Research and Education Network, CovidNepal.org and others. 

Several BRANNGO members and both the Chairman and Founder were on the 
call.  David Thomas highlighted the value of webinars as a way of bringing 
people together and working towards a joint plan of action.  Wider discussion 
emphasized the benefits of working with local NGOs in Nepal as a modus 
operandi.  Speakers also noted the difficulty of getting money from the UK to 
Nepal, but no obvious solution was identified.   

The Engage Nepal website gives more detail on the organisation, scope and 
activities of the NGO and also information about how to make a donation to 
its work.  

____________________________________________ 
 

Covid-19 in Nepal 
(This list of useful links is also posted on the BRANNGO website where it is 

regularly updated with additional information as it becomes available). 

 
• Nepal Government Health and Emergency Operations Centre portal: 

https://heoc.mohp.gov.np/.  Contains situation reports on the pandemic in 
Nepal and other information about current policies for containing it.  
 

https://www.engagenepal.org/
https://heoc.mohp.gov.np/
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• The US Embassy in Nepal maintains a concise summary of the current 
situation and the Nepal Government responses: 
https://np.usembassy.gov/covid-19-information/  
 

• British Government advice about travelling to Nepal is at: 
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/nepal  
 

• The UK Charity Commission have issued advice at: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-
charity-sector.  They also have a telephone helpline (0300 066 9197 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm) for charities with an imminent deadline for 
annual returns and accounts filing.   
 

• Specific information on UK Government funding of NGOs and charities is 
posted at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-
for-the-charity-sector#government-financial-support-for-charities  
 

• British Government (DFID) advice to suppliers is available in a download at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uplo
ads/attachment_data/file/873276/PCD-Supplier-Comms-COVID-
18March2020.pdf. 
 

• The Glacier Trust has set up a forum for reporting on the situation in Nepal 
here: http://theglaciertrust.org/project-news/2020/3/18/latest-updates-
on-covid-19-from-our-partners-in-nepal 
 

• Philanthropia are providing a free course on ‘Fundraising in the time of 
Coronavirus’: https://philantropia.teachable.com/p/fundraising-in-the-
time-of-the-coronavirus  
 

• Ian McClintock maintains a list of coronavirus funders at:  
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/coronavirus-charity-funding-
announcements-ian-mclintock/ which also points to several organisations 
offering tools and advice to help with financial management during the 
crisis.  
 

https://np.usembassy.gov/covid-19-information/
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/nepal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-charity-sector
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-charity-sector
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-charity-sector#government-financial-support-for-charities
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-charity-sector#government-financial-support-for-charities
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/873276/PCD-Supplier-Comms-COVID-18March2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/873276/PCD-Supplier-Comms-COVID-18March2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/873276/PCD-Supplier-Comms-COVID-18March2020.pdf
http://theglaciertrust.org/project-news/2020/3/18/latest-updates-on-covid-19-from-our-partners-in-nepal
http://theglaciertrust.org/project-news/2020/3/18/latest-updates-on-covid-19-from-our-partners-in-nepal
https://philantropia.teachable.com/p/fundraising-in-the-time-of-the-coronavirus
https://philantropia.teachable.com/p/fundraising-in-the-time-of-the-coronavirus
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/coronavirus-charity-funding-announcements-ian-mclintock/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/coronavirus-charity-funding-announcements-ian-mclintock/
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• The Charity Tax Group have issued guidance for charity tax and finance 
professionals at: http://www.charitytaxgroup.org.uk/news-
post/2020/coronavirus-information-hub-charity-tax-finance-professionals/  
 

• Many organisations have set up crowdfunding initiatives or indicated that 
funds will be made available to mitigate the effect of Covid-19 on NGO 
operations.  (Crowdfunder.co.uk is offering its services free to charities 
during the pandemic).  In relation to Nepal, some are: the Glacier Trust 
COVID-19 Crowdfunder at www.crowdfunder.co.uk/soapandhope; 
Childreach Nepal fundraising for Hope for Children: 
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/covid19nepal and Partners for Progress 
who are raising money to keep their operations going: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/partnersforprogress?utm_term
=2XgXJvk6d.  (Crowdfunder is making use of its services free to charities 
during the pandemic).  Others will be posted on the BRANNGO Facebook 
Group when identified.    

 

• The Gurkha Welfare Trust has useful updates on the situation in Nepal and 
is also seeking donations: https://www.gwt.org.uk/news/breaking-news-
covid-19-and-the-gurkha-welfare-trust/ 
 

• ALNAP has a dedicated portal with links to numerous resources related to 
managing humanitarian organisations during the pandemic: 
https://covid19.alnap.org/  
 

• World Health Organisation Portal with updates on the Covid-19 situation in 
Nepal: https://www.who.int/nepal  
 

• Wikipedia entry on Covid-19 in Nepal: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-
19_pandemic_in_Nepal (not the most up-to-date information on status, but 
a useful summary of the history of Covid-19 in Nepal and a considered 
assessment of its impact).  
 

• ‘Worldometer’ provides a daily-updated and easily-accessed summary of 
the number of cases, number of deaths, and trends associated with Covid-
19 in Nepal: https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/nepal/  
 

http://www.charitytaxgroup.org.uk/news-post/2020/coronavirus-information-hub-charity-tax-finance-professionals/
http://www.charitytaxgroup.org.uk/news-post/2020/coronavirus-information-hub-charity-tax-finance-professionals/
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/soapandhope
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/covid19nepal
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/partnersforprogress?utm_term=2XgXJvk6d
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/partnersforprogress?utm_term=2XgXJvk6d
https://covid19.alnap.org/
https://www.who.int/nepal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_pandemic_in_Nepal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_pandemic_in_Nepal
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/nepal/


21 

 

Future Events 

BRANNGO Conferences and Events. 

• The BRANNGO conference on Tuesday 6th October 2020 has been 
cancelled.  The Committee are organising various online events during the 
second half of the year.  Please keep an eye on the ‘Activities’ tab of the 
BRANNGO website where details will be posted when known, or subscribe 
to the  BRANNGO closed Facebook Group where the information will also 
be shared. 
 

• BRANNGO is very happy to publicise events or activities undertaken by its 
members or those with an interest in the aims BRANNGO is pursuing.  
Please get in touch using the ‘Contact Us’ facility on the website if you have 
information you would like to share through our channels.   

References and Links 
 

BRANNGO website.  https://www.branngo.org.uk/ 

 

The BRANNGO website includes information about the aims and organisation 

of BRANNGO, its constitution, and details of membership and how to apply.  A 

password-protected members’ area with privileged access to a database with 

extensive details of NGOs working in Nepal, briefings, conference reports and 

material, minutes of Committee meetings and other reports and data not 

available to non-members. 

 

BRANNGO Facebook Group.  

https://m.facebook.com/groups/398627697164373 

 
The BRANNGO Facebook Group is a Closed Group for which you have to apply 

for access, but this is normally approved within 24 hours.  You do not have to 

be a member of BRANNGO to join.  The Group is a forum for general 

discussion, a place to share useful information or items of interest for other 

users, and a location where photographs or documents can be posted.   

http://www.branngo.org.uk/conferences-and-events/
http://www.branngo.org.uk/conferences-and-events/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/398627697164373
http://www.branngo.org.uk/contact-us/
https://www.branngo.org.uk/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/398627697164373
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Other Links.  

 

• British Embassy Kathmandu website: 

https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/british-embassy-kathmandu 

 

• Nepalese Embassy London website: 

https://www.uk.nepalembassy.gov.np/  

 

• Britain-Nepal Society website: http://britainnepalsociety.org/ 

 

• Association of International NGOs in Nepal (AIN): 

http://www.ain.org.np  

 

• National Federation of NGOs in Nepal (NFN): 

http://www.ngofederation.org/  

 

• Non-Residential Nepalis Association (NRNA): https://www.nrna.org/ 

 

• Britain-Nepal Chamber of Commerce (BNCC) (UK-based): 

https://nepal-trade.org.uk/  

 

• Nepal Britain Chamber of Commerce (Nepal-based): 

http://www.nbcci.org/#  

 

• UN Sustainable Development Goals in Nepal: 

http://www.np.undp.org/content/nepal/en/home/sustainable-

development-goals.html  

 

• Small Charities Challenge Fund (SCCF).  If you click on this link and then 

on ‘Nepal’ you get a list of funds that DFID support that could be 

useful: https://www.gov.uk/international-development-funding/dfid-

funded-small-charities-challenge-fund-sccf   

https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/british-embassy-kathmandu
https://www.uk.nepalembassy.gov.np/
http://britainnepalsociety.org/
http://www.ain.org.np/
http://www.ngofederation.org/
https://www.nrna.org/
https://nepal-trade.org.uk/
http://www.nbcci.org/
http://www.np.undp.org/content/nepal/en/home/sustainable-development-goals.html
http://www.np.undp.org/content/nepal/en/home/sustainable-development-goals.html
https://www.gov.uk/international-development-funding/dfid-funded-small-charities-challenge-fund-sccf
https://www.gov.uk/international-development-funding/dfid-funded-small-charities-challenge-fund-sccf


23 

 

  
 

Membership of BRANNGO brings all the benefits of privileged access to 
conferences, information exchange, networking and discussions that take 
place in pursuit of the BRANNGO mission and goals.  Full details are on the 
BRANNGO website at http://www.branngo.org.uk/membership-benefits/ 

 

Membership Types/Costs 
Individual/Associate Membership (£35). 
For individuals who may be working in or Visiting Nepal or wishing to set up an 
organisation to help Nepal.  Associate Membership is also be available to 
those individuals who have registered a charitable or other organisation that is 
still within two years of its registration date.  

 

Group Membership. 
 

Group/Organisation Annual Income Fee (£) 

Up to £50,000 50 

Between £50,001 and £100,000 100 

Between £100,001 and £500,000 150 

Above £500,000 200 
 

How to Apply 
Online application can be made on the website (link above).  Alternatively 
please download the Application Form form and submit by post with payment 
as indicated.  If you have any queries please contact 
treasurer@branngo.org.uk 

 

Data Protection 
Please see the BRANNGO website for full details of data protection issues 
associated with membership.  

http://www.branngo.org.uk/membership-benefits/
https://www.branngo.org/membership-2
../Newsletter%20Apr%202020/treasurer@branngo.org.uk

